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Please read on for details of everything that will be happening in the city centre shopping area in the lead up to Christmas…

Christmas lights switch-on – Friday 11th November, 6pm
With street entertainers building up the festive atmosphere in The Galleries and around Broadmead the lights will be switched on in Cabot Circus after a 25 minute fantastic performance of acrobatics, fire, dance and a human Catherine-wheel.  
Directly after the switch-on the fun will move to Quakers Friars where there will be celebrations to mark the return of the Skating Rink.  Local characters from Destination Bristol’s You’ve Got A Friend campaign including Wallace & Gromit, Mr Brunel, Charlie The Clownfish and Clive the Balloon Pilot will be present to entertain the crowds.

This year Bristol will have the best Christmas lights ever.  Your BID 2 contributions have enabled us to purchase new lights this year for Union St, The Horsefair and Penn St (the theme is continued throughout the city centre which will result in a great city-wide display)

Christmas markets – Thursday 10th November – Thursday 22nd December
We’re looking forward to welcoming back The German market this year with traditional festive food, drink and gifts.  It will be situated at The Podium, on Broadmead East and Merchant St South.  
A locally inspired 12 days of Christmas market offering unique gifts, original handcrafts and festive food and drink will be located on Broadmead West (from The Podium to The Arcade) from 9th – 20th December.

Christmas Skating Rink – From 11th November – early January 2012
As mentioned above, the Skating Rink returns to Quakers Friars this year to add to the festive atmosphere.  Why not try out your skating talent with your colleagues before getting a bite to eat and drink at The Christmas markets?

Santa’s Grotto – 12th November – 24th December
The Galleries will once again be hosting a magical grotto (this year the theme is Peter Pan which ties in with the Christmas pantomime at The Hippodrome).  Father Christmas will be welcoming children from 12th November.

Christmas Tree
Bristol’s Christmas tree will once again be located near to Cascade Steps / Radisson Hotel on The Centre Promenade and will form part of the city’s sparkling lights display.

Special Christmas event with David Hasselhoff – December 1st, Cabot Circus 
We’re currently finalising the details of this not-to-be missed event when David Hasselhoff (who is starring as Hook in the Peter Pan Pantomime at The Hippodrome) visits Cabot Circus to entertain the crowds as only he can! More details to follow once they have been finalised.


Christmas opening hours
These have been distributed to all retailers - please contact Jo Hawkins if you need another copy.


Coach park
We’re delighted that the new coach park is now open at Cabot Circus.  This is a great addition for Bristol and a facility which will be open to all coach operators, not just those visiting the shopping area.
We have been promoting the coach park ahead of Christmas 2011, encouraging group travel organisers to bring their trips to Bristol.


Christmas marketing
Our Christmas marketing campaign this year will be our biggest and best, making your BID 2 contributions work harder than ever before.
 
Christmas marketing and PR activity includes…

- partnering with Heart FM to promote Bristol city centre throughout December
- promoting the city centre shopping offer on bus sides in Weston, Bath, Taunton, Swindon and Gloucester
- distributing 30,000 leaflets promoting Christmas in Bristol city centre
- arranging AA road signs directing visitors to the Christmas markets & Skating Rink
- advertising our fantastic Christmas offer in regional lifestyle magazines
- promoting all activity on our website Visitbristol.co.uk/winter
- emailing details of our Christmas offer to our database of 17,000 consumers (in November & December)
- distributing press releases relating to Christmas events and gift ideas

For more details of all our Christmas marketing (& PR coverage we’ve already received), please join us at our next BID 2 marketing meeting at 10am on 22nd November (venue to be confirmed)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Christmas Cop Shops
This year the police will be opening a ‘cop shop’ in Cabot Circus as well as in The Galleries.  Both units will be aiming to provide security advice to customers while providing a high visible presence in both centres.  More details to follow.
City Centre Retail Management, Destination Bristol, 69 Broadmead, Bristol, BS1 3DX, Tel: 0117 925 7053
Email: jo.hawkins@destinationbristol.co.uk
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